WEST  AFRICA                                   75
part of the Gold Coast, that most progress has been made
in the sphere of native administration. Direct taxation has
been introduced, whereas elsewhere in the Gold Coast
customs duties form the chief source of revenue, and its
assessment and collection are entirely in the hands of the
local native authorities. District Commissioners acting only in
an advisory capacity. The native treasuries are well managed.
The German Colonies of Togoland and the Cameroons
fell into Allied hands at the outset of the first great war
practically without a struggle, and were afterwards man-
dated to the British and the French. The French, however,
assumed responsibility for the greater portions of these
territories, only strips of each being accepted by the British
to round off their territories in the Gold Coast and Nigeria
respectively. It is noteworthy that all this territory might
easily have come under British influence originally, had
not the Home Government been averse to undertaking such
responsibilities, and a protectorate was indeed, -after pro-
tracted negotiations, about to be proclaimed over the
Cameroons when Germany stepped in and seized the terri-
tory. The administration of British Togoland is joined, as
to the northern portion, with that of the Northern Terri-
tories, and as to the southern, with the Gold Coast Eastern
Province, but a report on the whole is rendered annually
to the League of Nations.
The Colony portion of the Gold Coast is divided into
three provinces, and the Governor is assisted by a Legis-
lative Council consisting of fifteen official and fourteen un-
official members. Provision is made for the election of six
head chiefs as Provincial members, three municipal members
representing Accra, Cape Coast and Sekondi, a mining and
a mercantile member. The local affairs of" these three
municipalities are administered by town councils, partly
official and partly elected, and those of Kumasi by a Public